moments and then flashed apart a thousand feet in the a
vraicu returned to the Lexington. For some reason the
shooting at him and Vraicu voiced his views on the shi
circled and came in again for a landing. When his plane
stood up in the cockpit and held up six fingers. In eight
brought his total score up to nineteen.”

Almost an hour later the second attack approached
This second wave was repulsed, and by noon it was o
planes had inflicted damage on the carriers Bunker Hill, an
five were wounded and three were killed on board both
afternoon two more enemy carrier raids were launched;
of four for the day, but like the others proved unsuccessful

In the last wave eighty-seven aircraft took off fi
Zuikaku and from the carriers Hiyu, Junyu, and Ryuibo
ed their course and flew too south of the U.S. forces. They were instructe
to fly on to Guam after the attack; Guam'’s fields were more or less wreck-
ed by bomb holes and incapable of air support or of taking landings in
that damaged state, but the Japanese lack of communication prevented
the pilots from knowing. The 87 planesraninto the Hellcats of the Bunker
Hill. Cabor, Hornet, Monterey, and Wasp; the decimation of the enemy
continued. Forty-nine escaped out and pressed on to Guam. However,

- Sth Air Force
over Guam, 29 Hellcats from the baby flattops met them and flared up S.W. Pacific

thirty. Only 19 managed to land, but many crashed and/or were strafed
by more Hellcats. Of the 87, only 9 survived the night.

Moreover, during the course of the day twin-engined Japanese
medium bombers from the inland fields swooped over the U.S. carr 1ers,
but the tenacity and braveness of the gunners —many Were quite young,
and not over 25— picked up all the raiders and prevented any major
destruction. In over cight hours of wild fighting, the Americans had

Stopped - .ors. Aided Gen: MacATE S T
Pped the Japanese aircraft from jumping on the prized carriers. ZE (orces bombed Yap and

the Palaus ar bases 10

prevent reinforcement.

:t;nsd“rlz;fior radar, American training shone lhl'()llgh.l Litcr‘nlly.‘ ll;f:':
The and fifty planes out of 473 were wiped out in on l.l'l'f k\
¢ Japanese planes fell like turkeys. The battling was called a Turkey
v ::( ;:‘r‘t‘“‘sﬂm of turkey-hunting, and was :lCtu:l"'y ﬁrs; c:‘::():;":
the actu;;l 'C?p.jltmg. naval airmen themselves; 1t c}(rc:Sﬂ t.lf)ol s‘t‘()O men,
Nclugiye O?I';gm will ever be designated. The .h"h FI_L:‘.(, _:)‘guhsmntml
Mage. The 7 naval pilots. The battleship Indiand 'F‘U\.t"ll. afternoon ir Foree
Japanese kept sending in occasional raiders all @ 7':,:'. pacific
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