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DOGMATIC CONSTITUTION ON THE CHURCH

LUMEN GENTIUM

SOLEMNLY PROMULGATED BY HIS HOLINESS
POPE PAUL VI (condensed)
ON NOVEMBER 21, 1964
1. Christ is the Light of nations.
9. At all times and in every race God has given welcome to whosoever fears Him
and does what is right.(85) God, however, does not make men holy and save them
merely as individuals, without bond or link between one another. Rather has it
pleased Him to bring men together as one people, a people which acknowledges
Him in truth and serves Him in holiness.
15. The Church recognizes that in many ways she is linked with those who,
being baptized, are honored with the name of Christian, though they do not profess the faith in its entirety or do not preserve unity of communion with the successor of Peter. (14*) For there are many who honor Sacred Scripture, taking it as a
norm of belief and a pattern of life, and who show a sincere zeal. They lovingly
believe in God the Father Almighty and in Christ, the Son of God and Saviour.
(15*) They are consecrated by baptism, in which they are united with Christ.
20. That divine mission, entrusted by Christ to the apostles, will last until the
end of the world,(147) since the Gospel they are to teach is for all time the source
of all life for the Church. And for this reason the apostles, appointed as rulers in
this society, took care to appoint successors.
24. Bishops, as successors of the apostles, receive from the Lord, to whom was
given all power in heaven and on earth, the mission to teach all nations and to
preach the Gospel to every creature, so that all men may attain to salvation by faith,
baptism and the fulfilment of the commandments.
35. Christ, the great Prophet, who proclaimed the Kingdom of His Father both
by the testimony of His life and the power of His words, continually fulfills His
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prophetic office until the complete manifestation of glory. He does this not only
through the hierarchy who teach in His name and with His authority, but also through
the laity whom He made His witnesses and to whom He gave understanding of the
faith (sensu fidei) and an attractiveness in speech(200) so that the power of the
Gospel might shine forth in their daily social and family life. They conduct themselves as children of the promise, and thus strong in faith and in hope they make
the most of the present,(201) and with patience await the glory that is to come.(202)
Let them not, then, hide this hope in the depths of their hearts, but even in the
program of their secular life let them express it by a continual conversion and by
wrestling “against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of
wickedness.
36. Christ, becoming obedient even unto death and because of this exalted by
the Father,(206) entered into the glory of His kingdomÉ.In this manner, through
the members of the Church, will Christ progressively illumine the whole of human
society with His saving light.
42. “God is love, and he who abides in love, abides in God and God in Him”.(227)
But, God pours out his love into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, Who has been
given to us;(228) thus the first and most necessary gift is love, by which we love
God above all things and our neighbor because of God. Indeed, in order that love,
as good seed may grow and bring forth fruit in the soul, each one of the faithful
must willingly hear the Word of God and accept His Will, and must complete what
God has begun by their own actions with the help of God’s grace. These actions
consist in the use of the sacraments and in a special way the Eucharist, frequent
participation in the sacred action of the Liturgy, application of oneself to prayer,
self-abnegation, lively fraternal service and the constant exercise of all the virtues.
49. Until the Lord shall come in His majesty, and all the angels with Him (266)
and death being destroyed, all things are subject to Him,(277) some of His disciples
are exiles on earth, some having died are purified, and others are in glory beholding “clearly God Himself triune and one, as He is”;(1*) but all in various ways and
degrees are in communion in the same charity of God and neighbor and all sing the
same hymn of glory to our God.
50. Fully conscious of this communion of the whole Mystical Body of Jesus
Christ, the pilgrim Church from the very first ages of the Christian religion has
cultivated with great piety the memory of the deadÉ.The Church has always be2

lieved that the apostles and Christ’s martyrs who had given the supreme witness of
faith and charity by the shedding of their blood, are closely joined with us in Christ,
and she has always venerated them with special devotion, together with the Blessed
Virgin Mary and the holy angels.
53. The Virgin Mary, who at the message of the angel received the Word of God
in her heart and in her body and gave Life to the world, is acknowledged and
honored as being truly the Mother of God and Mother of the Redeemer. Redeemed
by reason of the merits of her Son and united to Him by a close and indissoluble
tie, she is endowed with the high office and dignity of being the Mother of the Son
of God, by which account she is also the beloved daughter of the Father and the
temple of the Holy Spirit.
56. The Father of mercies willed that the incarnation should be preceded by the
acceptance of her who was predestined to be the mother of His Son, so that just as
a woman contributed to death, so also a woman should contribute to life. That is
true in outstanding fashion of the mother of Jesus, who gave to the world Him who
is Life itself and who renews all thingsÉ.”Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be it
done unto me according to thy word”.(287) Thus Mary, a daughter of Adam, consenting to the divine Word, became the mother of Jesus, the one and only
MediatorÉ.devoted herself totally as a handmaid of the Lord to the person and
work of her Son, under Him and with Him, by the grace of almighty God, serving
the mystery of redemption. Rightly therefore the holy Fathers see her as used by
God not merely in a passive way, but as freely cooperating in the work of human
salvation through faith and obedience. For, as St. Irenaeus says, she “being obedient, became the cause of salvation for herself and for the whole human race.” Hence
not a few of the early Fathers gladly assert in their preaching, “The knot of Eve’s
disobedience was untied by Mary’s obedience; what the virgin Eve bound through
her unbelief, the Virgin Mary loosened by her faith.”(7*) Comparing Mary with
Eve, they call her “the Mother of the living,”(8*) and still more often they say:
“death through Eve, life through Mary.”
58. In the public life of Jesus, Mary makes significant appearances. This is so
even at the very beginning, when at the marriage feast of Cana, moved with pity,
she brought about by her intercession the beginning of miracles of Jesus the Messiah. In the course of her Son’s preaching she received the words whereby in extolling a kingdom beyond the calculations and bonds of flesh and blood, He declared
blessed(292) those who heard and kept the word of God, as she was faithfully doing.
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60. There is but one Mediator as we know from the words of the apostle, “for
there is one God and one mediator of God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave
himself a redemption for all”.(298) The maternal duty of Mary toward men in no
wise obscures or diminishes this unique mediation of Christ, but rather shows His
power. For all the salvific influence of the Blessed Virgin on men originates, not
from some inner necessity, but from the divine pleasure. It flows forth from the
superabundance of the merits of Christ, rests on His mediation, depends entirely on
it and draws all its power from it. In no way does it impede, but rather does it
foster the immediate union of the faithful with Christ.
61. Predestined from eternity by that decree of divine providence which determined the incarnation of the Word to be the Mother of God, the Blessed Virgin was
on this earth the virgin Mother of the Redeemer, and above all others and in a
singular way the generous associate and humble handmaid of the Lord.
67Éit exhorts theologians and preachers of the divine word to abstain zealously
both from all gross exaggerations as well as from petty narrow-mindedness in considering the singular dignity of the Mother of God. Following the study of Sacred
Scripture, the Holy Fathers, the doctors and liturgy of the Church, and under the
guidance of the Church’s magisterium, let them rightly illustrate the duties and
privileges of the Blessed Virgin which always look to Christ, the source of all truth,
sanctity and pietyÉ.
Each and all these items which are set forth in this dogmatic Constitution have
met with the approval of the Council Fathers. And We by the apostolic power given
Us by Christ together with the Venerable Fathers in the Holy Spirit, approve, decree
and establish it and command that what has thus been decided in the Council be
promulgated for the glory of God.
Given in Rome at St. Peter’s on November 21, 1964.
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