Paratroopers & Freedom Fighters C

The double-track rail line
that ran from Brest to Reancs
was vital, with the bigh trestle
bridge at Morlaix -50 miles
cast of Brest- very impres
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The first tri objectives after Rennes (which was liberated with little
difficulty on Aug. 3) were Vannes, Lorient, and Brest. General Bradley had
cn\'l\ion.cd the duty of the 6th to take St. Malo and then Morlaix on the road
to Brest: while the 4th secured Rennes, Vannes, then Lorient (see p. 143).

Without waiting to take St. Malo. however, Patton in a novel move
ordered the 6th Armored to pass it and speed on to Brest. As all units
were to find out, beyond Avranches and its jammed debris-filled roads,
the route of advancements became clear and fast. As the GI's trekked on,
it is worthwhile to note something that happened of historical uniqueness,
tantamount to Allied co-operation. What occurred was not really within
purely conventional army tactics. On August 3, 150 French resistance
guerrillas from England were dropped by parachute. They were highly
specialized saboteurs, named the “Battalion of Heaven.” Aided by the
civilian populace, they seized several high railroad trestle bridges and saved
them for the advancing U.S. units of General Patton, which headed for
Brest. The resistance fighters were led by a Henri Bourgoin. However,
war can be strange— just outside Morlaix, American troops were not halted
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